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Museums
London is renown for its art galleries and museums.  These are some of the highlights: 
	 GEFFRYE MUSEUM
Kingsland Road, London E2
Phone: 011 44 20 7739 9893
	Displays of English domestic interiors from 1600 to present day, set in18th-century alms houses. Fine collection of English furniture, paintings & decorative arts which reflect the taste and style of the period. Award-winning walled herb garden and period gardens open Apr-Oct. Restaurant. Tube/Rail: Liverpool St + bus or taxi. Tube: Old Street + bus or taxi.

	GILBERT COLLECTION
Somerset House, Strand, London WC2
Phone: 011 44 20 7420 9400
	New museum at Somerset House for the Gilbert Collection of decorative arts – A gift from Arthur Gilbert, émigré to America in 1949 who since formed the collection. One of the finest collections and most important ever art bequests to the nation. Focuses on silver, gold and Italian mosaics. Restaurant. Tube: Temple (not Sun)/Covent Garden/Holborn.

	GUARDS MUSEUM
Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk, London SW1
Phone: 011 44 20 7414 3271
	The story of the Foot Guards. A super collection of uniforms, weapons and memorabilia illustrating their martial history and service to the Sovereign and the City of London for over three centuries. Tube: St.James' Park.

	GUILDHALL ART GALLERY
Guildhall Yard, London EC2P 2EJ
Phone: 011 44 20 7332 1632
	The Corporation of London’s collection of 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th Century works of art, including Constable, Landseer, Rossetti, Tissot and Millais. Tube: Bank/St.Paul's/Mansion House.


	
OTHER LOCAL ATTRACTIONS
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
Westminster, London SW1
Since 1265 the Palace of Westminster has been the seat of the two Houses of Parliament: The Lords and The Commons. The superb neo-Gothic building now replaces the original which burnt down in 1834. The four-faced clock is one of the largest in Britain and houses the famous 13 ½ Tonne bell “Big Ben”. Hung in 1858 you can hear it chime on every hour. Four smaller bells chime every quarter hour. Tube: Westminster
KENSINGTON PALACE
Kensington Gardens, London W8
Sir Christopher Wren lavishly improved the original house turning it into a palace for William III & Mary II. It remained a royal home and was the birthplace of Queen Victoria. The State Apartments and Court Dress Collection are on view to the public. Restaurant. Tube: High Street Kensington/Notting Hill Gate
LONDON AQUARIUM
The County Hall, Westminster Bridge Rd,
Thousands of specimens representing over 350 species of animals from around the world. Awesome sharks to spectacular moon jellies, octopus and stingrays. On three levels deep beneath County Hall with exciting displays, interactive exhibits, state-of-the-art effects. Tube: Westminster. Tube/Rail: Waterloo.

LONDON DUNGEON
London Bridge, Tooley St, London
World-famous horror museum. New exhibit: ”The Great Fire of London”. Step back to 1666 and take a trip through the fire-ravaged streets of London during the in famous Great Fire. Restaurant. Tube/Rail: London Bridge.
LONDON ZOO
Regent’s Park, London NW1 
One of the world’s most famous zoos with over 12,000 animals to meet, including the new Well of Life exhibition, Bears on Bear Mountain, the Children’s Zoo and Animals in Action events. Restaurant. Tube: Camden Town/Oxford Circus/Baker Street + bus. Water Bus: Regent's Canal-Little Venice or Camden Lock.
 
Regional Attractions
Just a little further a field you will find more stunning attractions away from the hustle and bustle of the city centre.
KEW GARDENS (Royal Botanic Gardens)
Richmond, Surrey TW9
300 acres once belonging to the Royal Family now contain over 40,000 plant species. Six glasshouses, including the Evolution House, two art galleries, visitors center and shops. New exhibition: “Plants & People”. Restaurant. An unusual contrast to the fauna you can see at London Zoo. Tube/Rail: Kew Gardens. Rail: Kew Bridge.
ROYAL OBSERVATORY GREENWICH
Greenwich Park, London SE10
The Greenwich Meridian Line, Longitude Zero. Explore the history of time and astronomy in the Wren building. Plus, the Astronomer Royal’s apartments, watch the time ball fall at 1o’clock, admire Harrison’s amazing timekeepers and other historic clocks. Climb the giant refracting telescope. Rail: Greenwich. River Boat: River Thames from Westminster or Embankment Piers.
SYON HOUSE
Syon Park, Brentford, Middx
The London home of the Duke of Northumberland, is set within 200 acres of Capability Brown landscaped parkland and contains some of Robert Adam’s finest interiors. The 30 acres of gardens incorporate the spectacular Great Conservatory and over 200 species of rare trees. Restaurant. Tube: Gunnersbury + bus. Rail: Kew Bridge + bus.

