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General Information

Florida is home to nearly 13 million people living in 58,560 square miles. Bordered by the Gulf of Mexico to the west and the Atlantic Ocean to the east,  Florida is renowned for the sandy beaches along its 8,462 mile coastline. The area features a mild climate year-round, with high temperatures in central Florida ranging from the low 70s in winter months to 90 degrees in July and August. As you travel south, the climate becomes subtropical, with in the 80s and 90s.


Tourism remains the number one industry in the Sunshine State. From the scenic coral reefs of the Keys to the world's largest amusement park in Orlando, Florida attracts visitors from around the world twelve months of the year.


Places to Go

The Florida Keys are a series of small low-lying islands extending south from the mainland along the 113-mile Overseas Highway. Extending from Key Largo on the north to Key West, the southernmost city in the continental United States, the Keys are especially noted for their colorful, delicate coral reefs. Just ninety miles north of Havana, Key West was once home to Ernest Hemingway, Tennessee Williams, and remains a subtropical haven for writers and artists. Caribbean and Spanish cuisine is featured in sidewalk cafes and gourmet restaurants. Spectacular sunsets are the city's most popular natural attraction.

Everglades National Park is composed of 1.5 million acres of natural habitat, half water and half land. The largest subtropical wilderness in the nation, the park is home to some 300 kinds of birds, 600 species of fish, crocodiles, alligators, snakes, sea turtles, porpoises, and manatees, also known as sea cows. Sightseeing excursions, canoe rentals, and fishing parties are all available in Everglades City, at the northwestern edge of the park.

Miami-Miami Beach is a tourism-oriented metropolitan area which boasts more cruise passengers than any other city in the world. The city of Miami is a sophisticated city encompassing such diverse sections as Calle Ocho, or Little Havana, and Coconut Grove, an artist colony.  Miami Beach features seven-and-a-half miles of luxury condos and opulent beachfront hotels. 
