THE SPANISH THEME PARK


Spain’s new theme park Port Aventura re-opens for its fifth season on 25th March with a host of new improvements across its five themed lands, including many more shows, restaurants and shops.

Port Aventura, owned by The Tussauds Group and located near Salou on the north east coast of Spain, opened its doors for the first time last spring. Thousands of UK holidaymakers enjoyed the rides, attractions and restaurants of the park’s very own Polynesia, Mexico, China, Wild West and Mediterranea.

New live shows include a Polynesian dance troupe that will perform dances from Samoa, Hawaii and Tahiti, acrobats from Beijing to perform in ‘China’ and a spectacular twenty strong Mexican dance troupe.

Port Aventura offers its visitors 29 more restaurants this year. These include a Rodeo Grill and Black Smith bar in the Far West and the El Siglo restaurant in Mexico. It has also introduced a system for restaurant bookings, which ensures minimum waiting time.

And, Port Aventura has extended its range of handcrafted merchandise. New additions include Polynesian shawls, Chinese kimonos, drums made by Cherokee and Pawnee Indian tribes and Mexican jewellery from the Taxco village.

Also new is the Port Aventura Night Ticket which costs 2,399 pesetas (£12.50) for adults and 1,700 pesetas (£9.00) for under 13 year olds.

The Night Ticket, available during high season (22 June - 15 September) when the park extends its opening hours from 8pm until midnight, enables holidaymakers to spend a whole day on the beach and a night enjoying the attractions and rides.

Despite the many improvements, entrance prices remain around the same as last year: Daily admission is 3,900 pesetas (about £19.00) for adults and 3,00 pesetas (£15.00) for children (5 to 12 year olds) and OAPs (over 65) with discounts for 2 or 3 day tickets and bookings. Children under 5, accompanied by adults, enter the Park free.

Port Aventura is featured in the summer holiday brochures of most UK air tour operators, including Thompson, Airtours, First Choice, Cosmos, Cresta Holidays, Sun World, Siesta, Falcon, Sun Set, Inspirations and Direct Holidays as well as many new schools and coach operators, including Great Days and Norman Allen Travel. Tickets are also available from Keith Prowse ticket agents.

The Port Aventura theme park is not only the highlight of any holiday to Salou, Cambrils or any resort in the Costa Dorada, but it can also be easily reached by road or rail from the beautiful city of Barcelona only one hour away.

A GUIDE TO PORT AVENTURA’S FOUR EXOTIC LANDS

Port Aventura is one of the largest leisure developments ever to be built in Europe. Here, every visitor embarks on their own personal journey of adventure, to five exotic lands, travelling by boat, steam train or on foot.

From a typical Mediterranean port, an enchanting Polynesian village, a Chinese fishing port and Imperial Palace, to a recreation of Mayan and Colonial Mexico and a Wild West frontier town, every area of the £300 million park has been painstakingly researched and created with incredible attention to detail

MEDITERRANEA

Inspired by the whitewashed villages so typical of the Mediterranean coast, Mediterranea serves as the main reception at Port Aventura. From here visitors take a boat, steam train or set off on foot on their journey of discovery.

The streets of Mediterranea feature artisans creating handmade crafts, folk dancing, street entertainment and shops selling locally produced gifts including paintings, sculptures, & Wooden Ornaments.

The food in Mediterranea features some of the finest cuisine from around the Mediterranean and is amongst the best on offer in the park.

POLYNESIA

A series of islands, linked by bridges and covered in dense vegetation with beautiful grass huts and rustling palm trees form this tropical paradise.

The centrepiece is Tutuki Splash, a thrilling water ride, built into the heart of an active volcano, which sends riders plummeting into the clear blue lake below and dousers on-lookers. Polynesian dancers, exotic bird shoes, shops with South Sea Crafts, themed restaurants and a multi-purpose theatre compliment the mood.

CHINA

Port Aventura’s China has two contrasting areas - the traditional fishing port of Zimpang on the Yellow River and the mysterious Imperial China, with its beautiful palace and Great Theatre. Imperial China’s two theatres feature magicians, acrobats and puppet shows, while street entertainers and a Mongolian market conjure up the mystery of the Far East. 

MEXICO

Dense jungle vegetation covers the lost Mayan Empire, dominated by an intricate recreation of the ancient Pyramid of Chichen Itza, hiding its treasures within.

A winding, steamy, jungle path leads from the Mayan Empire to a typical colonial hacienda. The rousing rhythm of Mariachi street musicians, the delicious tastes of Mexican food, the fascinating ancient crafts and El Diablo, a dramatic run-away train ride leading to an abandoned silver mine are just some of the attractions of this exciting region.

THE WILD WEST

The dry and dusty nineteenth century Wild West town of Penitence, complete with an authentic swing-door saloon featuring Can Can dancers recreates cowboy country. There’s plenty of excitement with the chance to shoot down the Colorado rapids in a tree trunk, raft on the wild waters of the Grand Canyon, or hold on tight on the back of a bucking bronco.


PORT AVENTURA - BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Port Aventura covers a total area of 115 hectares, 285 acres, which is 158 times the size of Wembley Stadium’s pitch.

Over 300,000 trees, plants and shrubs have been planted throughout the park. Many have been brought in from as far afield as Greece and North Africa.

LOCATION

Port Aventura is situated in the Salou-Vilaseca area of the Costa Dorada, 100 kilometres and just over an hour’s drive south of Barcelona along the A - 7 motorway which connects Port Aventura with Europe’s motorway network with France.

The region is served by three airports - Reus, 15 kilometres from the park, handling mainly charted flights; Barcelona, one hour away; Girona, less than two hours away. Port Aventura has its own regular trains direct to Barcelona, Valencia, Tarragona and Zaragona.

COSTA DORADA

The Costa Dorada features around 300 hotels and 175,000 apartments along its 200 kilometre coastline and welcomes a quarter of all Spain’s visitors.

Apart from the sand and the sea, attractions include the historica monasteries of Poblet, Santa Creus and Vallbona de les Monges, the Roman City of Tarragona and the national parks of Deltebre, Sierra del Monstant and Mont Caro. There are extensive marinas at Salou, Cambrils and L’Ametlla de Mar and eight other ports along the coast. The Costa Dorada offers plenty of night life, as well as four golf clubs - the Costa Daurada, Bonmmont Terres Noves, Jordi d’Alfama and Reus Aiguesverdes - which overlook the sea.

The historic city of Barcelona features a Medieval Gothic Quarter, the famous Ramblas Boulevard and distinctive examples of the unusual modernist architecture of Gaudi. Hosting the 1992 Olympic Games and the 1993 Expo provided the city with a new airport and excellent transport infrastructure.

The Costa Brava, famous for its seaside towns, beaches, gastronomy and nightlife, is only two hours from Port Aventura.

OPENING DATES AND TIMES

For its second season, Port Aventura opens daily from March 25 to 27 October 2016.

[bookmark: _GoBack]25 March to 22 June  10am to 8pm
23 June and 15 September 10 am to midnight
16 September to 27 October 10am to 5pm

ENTRANCE PRICES

Prices include unlimited use of all rides and entrance to all shows.

Adult (one day) 3,900 pesetas (approx £20.00)
Child/Senior (one day) 3,000 Pts (approx £16.00)
Child/Senior (two consecutive days) 4,200 Pts (approx £22.00)
Child aged 0 - 4 Free

Night ticket (from 7pm to midnight) available 23 June to 15 September. Adults 2,300 Pts (approx £12.00)
Child/Senior 1,700 (approx £9.00)

SERVICES

PARKING

There is parking for 6,000 cars, 250 buses, plus a special area for motorbikes and disabled drivers. Carriages transport visitors from their cars to the gates.

FACILITIES FOR HANDICAPPED VISITORS

All areas of the park have ramps for wheelchair access.  Visitors can bring their own wheelchairs or rent them at the park entrance. All telephones and toilet areas accommodate wheelchairs and physically disabled visitors are given preferential seating in the shows.

FOOD

Port Aventura’s 15 restaurants, 15 cafeterias and over 15 food stalls cater for all tastes and budgets.


SHOPPING

Port Aventura’s 23 shops offer around 10,000 carefully selected items, most produced by artisans, from some 130 suppliers in Mexico, China, Mediterraanea, Polynesia and the Wild West. Shops and restaurants accept pesetas and leading credit cards. Visitors can arrange for their purchases to be sent to the main entrance for collection when they leave the park.

BANKING FACILITIES

Cash dispensing machines are available for Visa cardholders throughout the park and there is a currency exchange service at Port Aventura.

CHILDCARE

Mother and baby facilities are available throughout the park.

ANIMALS

Only guide dogs are admitted, but an animal nursery is available near the car park with meal and exercise facilities.

WORKFORCE

Port Aventura employs 170 permanent workers and 2,500 seasonal workers.

ARTISANS

The artisans in Port Aventura include glass engravers, ceramic tile painters, canoe makers, bark painters, wood and coconut carvers, Chinese calligraphers, paper mache crafters and leather workers. All employ the traditional working methods of their region.

SHOWS

There are some 70 choreographed street performers and live shows every day. More than 64 actors provide live street shows in each themed land, surprising visitors at every turn.

SHAREHOLDERS IN PORT AVENTURA

The 300 million Port Aventura project has four major shareholders:

The Tussauds Group Ltd has 40% shareholding and management
La Caixaa 33.2% shareholding
Anheuser-Busch 20% shareholding


